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It will be grateful to many who have disagreeable members
amongst their relations and friends, and these with bald
heads. We had an old Swiss housekeeper who had been
In my wife's family for nearly fifty years, and who was
with us in Switzerland for all our time and until her death.
She was quite rich, and only remained in our service be-
cause she was attached to my wife, and liked to make
money, all of which was given away in chanty. She had
a great name throughout the countryside, and being very
religious, was even accepted among the goody-goody people
of the upper circles. Among these was a knot of old ladies,
the chief plank In whose religious platform was "Purity."
They were all old maids like the housekeeper, and they used
to meet periodically and report, and discuss the details of
any Purity scandals that had been raked out of the muck-
heaps of the neighbourhood, and deplore the immorality of
their neighbours, and pass resolutions on the desirability of
obtaining further details. From one of these committees the
old woman returned to my wife with much satisfaction, purring
like a big tom-cat with delight, and saying that she was sure
madame would be so gratified to hear what had passed. It
appeared that, having gone well into the details of a very
scandalous case, one of the old ladies had vouchsafed the
remark that what she specially liked about the English
Colonel of the old housekeeper was that he had retained so
much of the hair on the top of his head, which was proof
positive that he had lived a very moral and virtuous life! My
wife was delighted, and we both chortled, as the connection
of baldness with immorality was quite new to us. I carefully
took this story with me to Madrid, where we went soon
afterwards, and selected a favourable opportunity for launch-
ing It at the Embassy. Sir Mortimer Durand was then just
beginning to allow, what the children call, " his head to grow
through his hair/' And I fear that the inference drawn from
that story, as to His Excellency's moral antecedents, was any-
thing but favourable to the character of His Majesty's rep-
resentative at the Court of Spain.